Heraeus

Heraeus Acquires Stake in Chinese Manufacturer of Gold
and Silver Chemicals

Hanau, May 24, 2005. W. C. Heraeus, a subsidiary of the globally active
precious metals and technology group Heraeus Holding GmbH, has acquired a
60 percent interest in Shenzhen Jinsheng Precious Metals Products Ltd. in
China. Based in southern China, the company manufactures gold and silver
chemicals that are needed for electroplating in the jewelry and electronics
industry. In the future, the joint venture will operate under the name “Heraeus
Jinsheng Shenzhen Materials Technology Ltd.”

“This majority interest will enable us to further expand our market position in the
world's largest electroplating market," is how Uve Kupka, President of Heraeus
Ltd. in Hong Kong, explains this step. The business with electronic products
and jewelry manufacture is increasingly shifting to China.

The Heraeus Group has nine production sites in China and employs more than
1,400 persons there. “Last year, Heraeus grew by 14 percent in China and we
expect double digit growth rates for the current year as well,” reports President
and CEO of Heraeus, Dr. Helmut Eschwey, underscoring the significance of the
Chinese market.

Heraeus, the precious metals and technology group headquartered in Hanau,
Germany, is a global, private company in the business segments of precious
metals, dental health, sensors, quartz glass, and specialty lighting sources.
With revenues of € 8.3 billion and more than 9,800 employees worldwide in
over 100 subsidiaries and associated companies, Heraeus has stood out for
more than 150 years as one of the worldwide leading companies involved in
precious metals and materials technology.

For further information, please contact:
Heraeus Holding GmbH

Stephan Link

Corporate Communications

Tel: +49-6181-35 38 32

Fax: +49-6181-35 42 42

E-mail: stephan.link@heraeus.com
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